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1. THE GOV, THE REBELS AND THE MEDIA ALL SEEM TO HAVE 
APPLIED SOME LESSONS LEARNED LAST FEBRUARY TO THIS MOST 
RECENT COUP ATTEMPT. THE REBELS RECOGNIZED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A CONTROLLED MEDIA OUTLET BY 
SEIZING GOV-OWNED CHANNEL 8 AND THE TRANSMITTER TOWERS 
FOR CHANNELS 2, 4 AND 8 AS ONE OF THE FIRST ACTS OF THE 
COUP ATTEMPT. HOWEVER, THE CLUMSINESS OF THE MILITARY 
AND CIVILIAN THUGS WHO APPEARED ON SCREEN IN CHANNEL 8'S 
STUDIO (BETWEEN REPEATED PLAYINGS OF A RAMBLING, TAPED 
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MESSAGE FROM FEB. 4 LEADER COMANDANTE HUGO CHAVEZ) 
DEMONSTRATED THAT THE PLOTTERS WERE NOT SOPHISTICATED 
ENOUGH TO KNOW THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING ARTICULATE, 
CREDIBLE, CHARISMATIC SPOKESMEN TO INSPIRE CONFIDENCE IN 
THEIR CAUSE. 


2. THE FIRST TASK OF THE MEDIA -- RADIO, TV AND PRINT 
-- WAS TO REPORT THE EVENTS AS THEY UNFOLDED. THEY 
SCRAMBLED CREWS AND REPORTERS AROUND TO THE SITES WHERE 
FIGHTING WAS TAKING PLACE, ESTABLISHED CONTACT WITH GOV 
SPOKESMEN AND FOR THE MOST PART APPEARED TO GENUINELY 
TRY TO BE INFORMATIVE WITHOUT BEING INFLAMATORY. THIS 
TIME, THE CAMERA IMAGES DID NOT LIONIZE ANY OF THE COUP 
PLOTTERS. MEDIA THAT WE MONITORED IN THE EMBASSY 
(ESPECIALLY TELEVEN AND RADIO CARACAS RADIO) URGED 
PEOPLE TO STAY IN THEIR HOMES TO AVOID BEING CAUGHT IN 
CROSSFIRE EVEN AS PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ (CAP), 
PREMATURELY, CALLED ON PEOPLE TO GO ABOUT THEIR 
BUSINESS. TELEVEN TOOK A STRONG ANTI-COUP STANCE, 
ALTERNATING BETWEEN NEWS REPORTS AND INTERVIEWS WITH A 
PARADE OF LEADERS DENOUNCING THE COUP. 
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3. THE NEWS COVERAGE WAS NOT WITHOUT ITS COST. "EL 
UNIVERSAL" REPORTER VIRGILIO FERNANDEZ LOST HIS LIFE 
APPARENTLY TO FRIENDLY FIRE; A NEWS PHOTOGRAPHER FOR 
"2001" ALSO DIED. A SECOND "EL UNIVERSAL" REPORTER 
CARMEN CARRILLO WAS WOUNDED. AND OF COURSE, THERE WAS 
LOSS OF LIFE AMONG CHANNEL 8 PERSONNEL, ALONG WITH 
TREMENDOUS DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY, DURING THE EARLY 
MORNING TAKEOVER OF THE STATION. 


4. THE IMMEDIATE SUSPENSION OF CONSTITUTIONAL 
GUARANTEES, INCLUDING FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, HAS NOT 
(YET) CAUSED THE OUTCRY IT DID LAST FEBRUARY. THUS FAR, 
GOV CENSORS HAVE NOT BEEN DEPLOYED (ANOTHER LESSON 
LEARNED?), AND IT IS NOT CLEAR JUST HOW MUCH 
SELF-CENSORSHIP IS BEING EXERCISED. HOWEVER, ACTIONS BY 
THE GOV AGAINST RADIO RUMBOS AND JOURNALIST JOSE VICENTE 
RANGEL HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO BACKFIRE. DISIP POLICE 
ENTERED RADIO RUMBOS TO INTERRUPT THEIR COVERAGE ON 
NOVEMBER 27 WHEN THEY FAILED TO JOIN IN A NATIONAL 
NETWORK TO CARRY GOV ANNOUNCEMENTS AND REPORTEDLY 
BECAUSE RADIO RUMBOS ANNOUNCERS WERE INCITING PEOPLE TO 
JOIN THE REBEL CAUSE. THERE IS SPECULATION THAT THE GOV 
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IS CONSIDERING SUSPENDING RUMBOS' LICENSE (A MOSTLY MOOT 
POINT AT THE MOMENT SINCE THEIR TRANSMISSION TOWER WAS 
DOWNED). JOSE VICENTE RANGEL'S WEEKLY TELEVISION 
(CHANNEL 10) PROGRAM WAS NOT AIRED NOVEMBER 29 AND THERE 
ARE UNCONFIRMED REPORTS THAT RANGEL HAS BEEN CALLED IN 
FOR QUESTIONING. HIS SHOW WAS SUSPENDED ONCE BEFORE 
WHEN HE ANNOUNCED THE AIRING OF A CLANDESTINE INTERVIEW 
WITH FEBRUARY 4 COUP LEADER COMANDANTE HUGO CHAVEZ. 
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5. EDITORIAL COMMENT ON THE COUP ATTEMPT (SEE SEPTELS), 
THOUGH LIMITED, HAS UNIFORMLY CONDEMNED VIOLENCE AS A 
SOLUTION TO VENEZUELA'S PROBLEMS AND HAS URGED THE 
PEOPLE TO GET INVOLVED IN SOLVING THEIR NATIONAL 


PROBLEMS BY VOTING ON DECEMBER 6 FOR PEOPLE THEY CAN 
HOLD RESPONSIBLE FOR ADDRESSING THOSE PROBLEMS. SKOL 
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